
1. We soon discover the world of the Magi is very different than that of the 
Technocrats—and at times they feel very opposite. If you were a character in 
the book, which people group would you want to be a part of, and why? 
What are the pros and cons of living in each society? And in what ways are 
the two societies actually quite similar?

2. If you were a Magi spy, what would your codename be? What would your 
special talent and position be within the Armory?

3. Aissa and Zandria both beli3. Aissa and Zandria both believe that searching for the library is more 
important than following Isaiah’s orders. Have there been times when you 
have felt the need to go against a rule or order because of what you felt was 
right? What happened as a result?

4. What was 4. What was your initial impression of Leon Salter? How did that impression 
change, if at all, as the book progressed? Do you think Aissa’s assessment 
of Leon and his behavior toward her was accurate? List examples of why or 
why not she was a good judge of his character.

5.5. This book is narrated by Aissa, who is more controlled and reserved than 
Zandria in many ways. How would the book have been different if Zandria 
had been the narrator, and we saw the things she uncovered and 
experienced instead?

6. Aissa at times finds herself caught between Remy and Aro as she begins her mission in the Palace. How 
did her shifting relationships with them reflect her feelings around her mission as the book went on? List 
examples from the book you can share. Do you think her growing romance with Aro was more harmful or 
beneficial to the mission overall?

7. At one point, Aissa commits murder to avoid being caught in the Palace. How did her actions affect your 
view of her character? Your view of Aro? Would you have done the same thing if you were her? And if not, 
what would you have done instead?

8.8. Think about the moment when the identity of the Heartless royal child was revealed. Were you surprised? 
Why or why not? What red herrings did the author leave, and what clues were planted in the text that pointed 
at who the heir actually was?

9. Another big reveal is the letter Aissa and Zandria’s parents leave the night after they are killed. How does 
this information about the girls’ source of power change the story? How did you feel about their parents 
keeping it a secret from them for so long? And in what ways could the Alliance and their role in it affect Aissa 
and Zandria long-term?
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